
 WALK 3 - New Bridge, Huish, Merton and Beaford Bridge  

9.5 miles, approx 4 hours plus stops; woodland and countryside 

The longest walk in this book, on country paths and tracks but with 3 sections on quiet lanes. Mostly easy going, with a few 

steep hills. There is a pub about half way at Merton, and of course the pubs in Dolton 

• From the Square, take 

West Lane out of the village 

and down the long gentle 

hill. At the bottom the lane 

bends left then right, and 

after another 200 yds go 

straight on at Woolridge 

Cross. After ¼ mile, half 

way up a hill, turn right onto 

the marked  footpath beside 

the green car (yes, it’s a 

landmark!). This path rises 

gently through the woods 

then levels out at the top.  

• Cross a stile on the left and 

walk alongside a field. 

Cross the next stile on the left and continue in the same direction alongside another field, 

and in the corner near Brightley Barton farm, go left, remaining in the field, then exit onto 

the farm track and turn left. 

• At the road, turn right and continue downhill to cross the River Torridge at New Bridge. 

• Immediately after the first thatched cottage, turn right through a wide gate, through the 

yard and take the bridle path through a gate and up to the left. At the field, go straight 

across (but if there are crops you can go around the field either way) and onto a wide farm 

track, with a blue arrow waymark on the gatepost.  

•  Continue alongside the woods, with lovely southerly views to Dartmoor, and after a field 

go through the gate onto a concrete lane. [At this point the sign to the church has vanished 

since the booklet went to print] Passing the private entrance to the mansion on your right 

you soon go through the gate (which may be open) and past the Old Rectory on your left 

and the pretty St James-the-Less church on the right, turning right just after it to Heanton 

Satchville and onto a fenced lane through parkland. Go straight on at the crossroads and 

through a gate with a yellow waymarker. 

• Follow the stoney field track downhill gently off to the right then bending left, at the bot-

tom cross the bridge and go steep uphill to the road at Shepherds Cottage.  
• Turn left to go to the Maltscoop Inn, Merton, about ¼ mile, then retrace your steps. [Note also Ba-

rometer World marked ‘Mus’ on the map, for those with a meteorological interest] 

• From Shepherds Cottage, go eastwards along the road, gradually descending to Merton 

Mill. Fork left at the bottom towards Beaford, first steep uphill then gently down to Balls 

Corner, where you fork right towards Beaford.  

• Follow the road down to cross Beaford Bridge, continue past some thatched cottages 

(Beaford Mill) and steep uphill. After the sharp right bend, turn right onto the footpath, 

down through the woods towards the river. Follow this path alongside the river ignoring 

the first path left, continue to the second left turn where you have no choice but to leave the 

river and climb up through the woods and join a farm track steep uphill.  

• After the gate at the top, go left onto a tarmac lane at Harepath, stay on this until you meet 

Brook Road at Frosts Corner. Turn right and continue for 1½ miles to Dolton passing 

Buckland, Venton & Down Farm. 

• Back in Dolton at Dennis Cross, turn right to return to The Square. 


